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ZONING C O M M I S S I O N  

Appl ica t ion  No. 12896, of W i l l i a m  D. Hooper Jr., pursuant  
t o  Paragraph 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  v a r i a n c e s  
from t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  l o c a t i n g  a  park ing  space less than  
t e n  f e e t  from a  dwel l ing (Paragraph 7205.21) and having no set- 
back from t h e  s i d e  l o t  l i n e  (Paragraph 7205.12) f o r  a  proposed 
driveway and parking space t o  s e rve  t h e  s u b j e c t  premises  i n  an 
R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 3009 Rodman S t r e e t ,  N. W. 
(Square 2060, Lot 1 9 ) .  

HEARING DATE: March 2 1 ,  1979 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  4 ,  1979 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  was on t h e  p re l imina ry  ca l enda r  
of  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing  of March 2 1 ,  1979. The a f f i d a v i t  of 
pos t ing  evidence6 t h a t  t h e  p rope r ty  had been pos ted  f o r  seven 
days  r a t h e r  than  t e n  days a s  r equ i r ed  by Sec t ion  3.3 of  t h e  
Supplemental Rules of P r a c t i c e  and Procedure be fo re  t h e  BZA. 
The a p p l i c a n t  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  d a t e  on t h e  a f f i d a v i t  of 
p o s t i n g  was t h e  day t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  p o s t i n g  had been taken  
and, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p rope r ty  had been pos ted  f i v e  days  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  d a t e  of t h e  p i c t u r e  t ak ing .  

2.  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of Rodman S t r e e t ,  between Connect icut  Avenue and Quebec P l a c e ,  
N. W. It i s  i n  an R-5-C D i s t r i c t  and i s  known a s  3009 Rodman 
S t r e e t ,  N. W. 

3. The s u b j e c t  s i te  i s  improved wi th  a  s i n g l e  fami ly  
detached dwel l ing.  

4 .  The dwel l ing  p r e s e n t l y  has  no park ing  space.  I f  t h e  
dwel l ing  w e r e  cons t ruc t ed  under t h e  p r e s e n t  Zoning Regulat ions ,  
one o f f - s t r e e t  parking space would be requi red .  

5. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes a  driveway and parking space 
i n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  yard t o  s e r v e  t h e  s u b j e c t  premise.  

6. There i s  a  n i n e  f o o t  s i d e  yard  between t h e  s u b j e c t  
p rope r ty  and t h a t  of t h e  a b u t t i n g  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
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7. The Zoning Regulations r e q u i r e  t h a t  a  parking space 
be loca ted  t e n  f e e t  from t h e  dwel l ing and three f e e t  from t h e  
s i d e  l o t  l i n e .  Accordingly, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r e q u i r e s  va r i ances  
of 7.90 f e e t  and three f e e t  f o r  d i s t a n c e  of parking from t h e  
dwel l ing and from t h e  s i d e  l o t  l i n e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A d i s t a n c e  
of 2.10 f e e t  from t h e  dwel l ing i s  provided,  The space i s  
loca ted  immediately ad jacen t  t o  t h e  s i d e  l o t  l i n e .  

8. Rodman S t r e e t  i s  used f o r  parking by both  pub l i c  
t r a n s i t  u s e r s  and l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h u s  posing a  severe  on- 
street parking problem i n  t h e  a rea .  

9. The dwelling i s  loca ted  on t h e  l o t  i n  such a  manner 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  l o c a t e  a  parking space on t h e  s i te  
wi thout  r e q u i r i n g  a  var iance .  

10. ~ v i d e n c e  of record  shows t h a t  o t h e r  dwel l ings  i n  t h e  
immediate a r e a  have s i m i l a r  parking spaces ,  wi thout  any 
apparent adverse  e f f e c t .  

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C, by le t ter  of 
March 18,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  no meeting of t h e  ANC w a s  scheduled 
be fo re  t h e  Board's hear ing and, t h u s ,  no o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  ANC was a v a i l a b l e .  The ANC d i d  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Commission 
was n o t  advised by neighbors of t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
e i t h e r  t h e i r  oppos i t ion  t o  ox support  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

12, The owners of a b u t t i n g  proper ty ,  l oca ted  a t  3700 
~ o n n e c t i c u t  Avenue and 3011 Rodman S t r e e t ,  f i l e d  letters i n  
support  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

13. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on t h e  record ,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  reques ted  
va r i ance  i s  an a r e a  var iance ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  t h e  
showing of  a  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  upon t h e  owner a r i s i n g  o u t  of 
t h e  proper ty  i t s e l f .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  dwel l ing on t h e  l o t  c r e a t e s  a  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  
f o r  t h e  owner, i n  t h a t  i f  t h e  Regulations w e r e  t o  be s t r i c t l y  
a p p l i e d ,  no parking space could be loca ted  on t h e  site. The Board 
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notes  t h a t  i f  t h e  d w e l l i n g  w e r e  cons t ruc ted  under the  
present Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  one off-street parking space 
w o u l d  be requi red .  T h e  B o a r d  f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
severe on-street  parking p r o b l e m ,  i n  t h e  area. T h e  B o a r d  
concludes t h a t  t h e  applicat ion can be granted as i n  h a r m o n y  
w i t h  t h e  general purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
and w i l l  n o t  tend t o  affect  adversely the u s e  of t h e  neighboring 
properties. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  it i s  therefore ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
applicat ion be granted.  

VOTE: 5-0 ( W a l t e r  B. L e w i s ,  W i l l i a m  Fv M c I n t o s h ,  C h l o e t h i e l  
S m i t h ,  L e o n a r d  L. M c C a n t s ,  Charles R. N o r r i s ,  
t o  g r a n t )  . 

B y  ORDER OF D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
~ x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL. DATE OF ORDER 4 JUN 1979 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTES 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


